Year 4 — Otley Chevin

The Chevin is the name given to the ridge on the south
side of Wharfedale in Leeds, West Yorkshire, England,
overlooking the market town of Otley, and often known
as Otley Chevin.

The origin of the word Chevin is uncertain, however the
most probable origin, according to a range of authorities,
is a Brittonic word whose modern Welsh descendant is
cefn ("back", "ridge", "ridge of high land").

A view of Otley from the Chevin

Geology info about the Chevin:
https://www.wyorksgeologytrust.org/chevin.html

The Chevin is largely covered in attractive old woodland and
heathland. It is a part of the Carboniferous Millstone Grit
group. A Roman road ran along the top of the Chevin, part of
the road that linked Eboracum (York), Calcaria (Tadcaster)
and Olicana (llkley), perhaps on the same route as the
modern road, Yorkgate, or perhaps about 800 metres (2,600
ft) to the south.

The highest point of the Chevin is often thought to be
Surprise View, however it is in fact Beacon Hill next to
Yorkgate quarry which reaches 283 metres (928 ft) at grid
reference SE199441 and used to be the site of a trig point.

Surprise View is the more visited summit of the Chevin and
offers extensive views of Otley and Wharfedale, and has an
adjacent car park. It is the site of a cross erected every
Easter since 1969.

Parts of the Chevin, known as the Danefield Estate, belonged
to landowner Walter Fawkes and his descendants. After
World War |l these areas were donated to Otley Urban
District Council as a memorial to those from the Wharfe
Valley who had lost their lives during the war.

The rocks of The Chevin area are Upper Carboniferous (about
315 million years old). The sands and muds that now form the
rocks were deposited by rivers on the edge of a large continent,
with mountains to north and south.
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